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A unique country woman and lover of animals, local 
girl Kate Todd, or Kate Glasser as most people still know 
her, embodies all that is successful and ‘salt of the earth’ 
country. 

A nurse at the Goondiwindi hospital, her journey has taken 

her from nursing animals at the local vet to balancing her 

nursing career with managing her own Poll Hereford stud; 

all the while contending with being a first time mum. It’s not 

just her roles at the hospital and time as a vet nurse which 

she attributes to her versatility and capabilities, but rather 

a country upbringing, a good education and a passion of a 

rural life.

Kate, along with her husband Kail and daughter Ruby live 

on “Kinbeachie,” where Kail manages the property and Kate 

is the manager for Lawson’s Angus Stud. In addition to this, 

Kate also manages a Poll Hereford Stud in conjunction with 

her parents closer to Goondiwindi. It is obvious that Kate and 

her family are happy being based on the outskirts of Toobeah 

and flourish in the rural landscape. Although she can be 

found quietly and unassumingly going about her day to day 

busy schedule, Kate stands as a shining example of how well 

young women can succeed if they choose to return to their 

rural heritage.

In 2005, Kate started a school-based traineeship through 

Scots PGC in Warwick, where she was encouraged to pursue 

a career in her chosen field. Being an animal-lover, Kate 

attained her Certificate II in vet nursing and returned to 

Goondiwindi at the end of each school week to complete 

her practical training.  After graduating from the Scots 

PGC College in Warwick at the end of 2006, Kate decided to 

further her studies and successfully completed her Bachelor 

of Nursing at The University of Southern Queensland in 2010. 

She now works at the Goondiwindi Hospital for Queensland 

Health 3-4 days a week. 

Her main role model and influence when deciding to pursue 

her Certificate II in vet nursing and working in the local 

community came in the form of her very own mum.  “My 

mum had worked in Goondiwindi since I was born, so I’d 

never wanted to go east of Goondiwindi,” she answers when 

asked if she had always planned to come back to the area 

after finishing school.  Kate insists she never pictured herself 

heading any further east than Warwick but instead, could 

see herself succeeding in her home community. It wasn’t just 

Kate’s mum, however, who encouraged her to do what she 

enjoyed. Scots PGC also encouraged Kate’s desire to breed 

her own cattle stud, (there are now 50 cattle that make up 

Kate’s own stud that she has been breeding and buying since 

she was about ten years old) as well as pursue her love of 

rural lifestyle ensuring that she would have the confidence to 

pursue success both at an industry and personal level.

“Scots very much supported my strong interest in both 

showing cattle, vet nursing and riding horses, where I 

competed at a state level,” says Kate.

Kate’s can-do attitude helps her balance the numerous aspects 

of her busy life, making her a strong, capable young woman. 

The culmination of the many awards for her prestigious 

cattle ventures (including winning Grand Champion Poll 

Hereford female at the Ekka, runner up National Champion 

Junior Judge, and Champion Prime Carlyle Junior Judge Beef 

2009) have helped her reached career heights as Queensland 

Manager for Lawson’s Angus in a few short years. Her 

knowledge of the industry, cattle judging and breeding is well 

beyond her years and only emphasizes her grounded nature 

and her willingness to learn.

Kate has found that she is more than comfortable managing 

her own stud and working at the hospital has no plans for 

the immediate future to move away from the Goondiwindi 

area. It is the perfect fit for Kate’s passion to be a part of the 

rural lifestyle she nurtured a soft-spot for from such a young 

age. Without the support of teachers at the Scots PGC College 

and her family, Kate may never have wanted to return to her 

home town for fear of not succeeding. Kate’s story, however, 

shows that love of the land is not just for men, but women 

too. She is an example of excellence, proving that women can 

return to the land and achieve whatever they want to. 
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