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The quaint town of Mungindi has recently been introduced to numerous 
new businesses and undergone many refurbishments. With the 
renovations of the Spar Supermarket and Landmark, and the rebuilding 
of the Two Mile Hotel that burned down in 2009, the town is slowly 
developing into what some may call suburbia, particularly with the 
establishment of The Beauty Spot, the mechanic, tyre shop, hot pools, and 
now Mungindi can officially claim host to a coffee shop- The Smashed 
Bean. 
Since 2008, the Mungindi community has lacked a coffee shop. Until now. 
John Beckenham came up with the innovative idea to introduce a new café 
and coffee shop to the township of Mungindi, naming it ‘The Smashed 
Bean’. John’s wife Kellie, believed it was a good opportunity to try something 
different, particularly because he has been in pharmacy for the last six 
years.
When asked, why the name? John simply replies “it was after a large night 
out”, connoting the light-hearted and welcoming atmosphere he wanted 
to bring to the community. The setup of the café promotes a friendly vibe 
where customers can join one another with light chit-chat in a group 
setting. John also feels that the name has uniqueness about it- a name that 
encapsulates the essence of this humble establishment.
Located just a stone’s throw from the river, The Smashed Bean has proven 
to be quite popular amongst the entire Mungindi community. John has 

been turning a larger profit than he originally expected, saying “it’s like 
a grass fire”. Prepared to sell 3-4kg of coffee a week, he was severely 
blown away when he sold ten times more, describing his surprising 
success as “obscene. It wasn’t meant to do that”. And with thirty to fifty 
regular customers and over 100 general stop-ins a day, it’s no wonder The 
Smashed Bean has taken off.
Originally home of the pottery club- The Mungindi Mud Burners- the 
style of the building finds a balance between modern and vintage flair 
through colour schemes and furniture choices. John calls it “rustic”. 
Another advantage of The Smashed Bean is that it is also child friendly 
with a sandpit and lockable gate at the entry so parents can take comfort 
in knowing their kids will be safe.
Aside for advice from local tradesmen and the employment of electricians, 
The Smashed Bean was born out of nothing but John’s creativity and 
desire to own a coffee shop. You know a man is serious about his coffee 
when has says “there’s love in that cup”.
The exuberant and friendly atmosphere of The Smashed Bean is becoming 
well-known amongst the Mungindi community and locals rate it 10/10 
for service and quality. The Smashed Bean is a must-stop destination for 
anyone travelling through the border town. The taste of John’s aromatic 
hot coffee and scrumptious cakes is fit for royalty.
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A Smashing Success
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